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Read, Read, Read!

ILiteracy Courses Offered

Spartanburg School District
3 is fortunate to be able to
offer the graduate course
EDU 521, Instructional
Strategies for Reading, in
partnership with Converse
College. This is a yearlong
course that looks closely at
the strategies proficient
readers use in all content
areas and all grades.

Thirty teachers are look-
ing closely at what it means
to comprehend text and
the impact this has on a
student’s success in school.
Using the text, Strategies
That Work; Teaching Com-
prehension for Understand-

ing and Engagement by Har-
vey and Goudvis, teachers

I Daisy’s Pink Cape

In last month’s issue you
read where Patsy Brown’s
LEAP class wrote to author
Michelle Dufresne asking
that Daisy gets to be Super
Girl and wear a pink cape
they made and sent to her.

Dufresne  responded by
writing a book, Daisy’s Pink
Cape after receiving
the letter and
cape. The students at

Pacolet Elementary are
enjoying reading the
book written for their
school. You can find the

will deepen their under-
standing of meaning, strat-
egy lessons, and compre-
hension across the curricu-
lum. Through professional
reading and group discus-
sions they will study cur-
rent research and theory in
the area of reading strate-
gies and instruction.

Pending interest, Teaching
Reading in the Content
Area, will be offered in the
summer of 2012. This
course is designed to famil-
iarize teachers with strate-
gies, techniques, and mate-
rials that will enhance read-
ing and overall literacy in
content area classrooms.

entire book on pages 8 -12.

Please feel free to print
the book and share with
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This course examines cur-
rent practices in content
area instruction and ex-
plores the critical relation-
ships among language, con-
tent literacy, and learning.
Teaching reading in the
content area will help learn-
ers make connections be-
tween what they already
know and new information
presented in the text. As
students make these con-
nections, they create mean-
ing and comprehend what
they are reading.

Both of these courses are
part of an Educational Spe-
cialist Degree in Literacy
offered through Converse
College.

your class.

Special thanks to the author
for allowing us to print.

Daisy’'s Pink Cape
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“There are many
ways to enlarge
your child’s world.
Love of books is
the best of all”

Jacqueline
Kennedy

~g'f'_'f'»'ﬁ""'/"‘ A House
for Hermit Crab

Coaches Corner

Fifth grade students at Clifdale
Elementary are taking part in
Book Buddies, a year long ac-
tivity which pairs up a child
from kindergarten with a child
from fifth grade. Each week,
these buddies meet to read,
write and talk about books.
The fifth grade buddies select a
book to read aloud and discuss
with their kindergarten buddy.
In this way, our kindergarten-
ers are able to access books
that are appealing and interest-
ing to them that they could not
read on their own, while the
fifth graders are able to prac-
tice reading accurately and flu-
ently. Our fifth grade students
are coaches when their partner

needs help and they check for
understanding after they read.
The kindergarten buddy also
has one of his or her books
from their book bag to read
aloud to the fifth grade buddy.
In this way, our kindergartners
have an extra opportunity to
use and practice the strategies
they’ve learned in LEAP.

In Book Buddies, not only do
these students learn about
each other and strengthen the
sense of a literacy community
in the school, each buddy has
an opportunity to share his or
her love of reading. Their
most recent project involved
reading an informational text

Comprehension Strategy— Inferring

Definition of Inferring: Use
prior knowledge and textual
information to determine
meaning and unique interpreta-
tions that are not explicit in the
text.

When you infer, you use logical
reasoning to explain events and
make conclusions.

Strategy Checklist:

* Go back and reread
» Determine the meanings of
words you don’t know by

thinking about you already
know

+ Look at the picture for clues

* Talk to friends and see what
they think

x Make a prediction and then
see if it is confirmed or con-
tradicted

Books for teaching infer-
ence:

* A House for Hermit Crab by
Eric Carle

+ Seven Blind Mice by Ed Young

+ My Lucky Day by Keiko Kasza
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and then completing their own
writing. They read and studied
the format and content of how
to write, focusing on sequenc-
ing and nonfiction text fea-
tures. Then the pairs made a
winter craft, a snowflake orna-
ment. Each pair of students
wrote their own how to arti-
cle, complete with nonfiction
text features such as headings
and captions, for their orna-
ment.  Their articles will be
proudly displayed in the school
for others to read and use.

It's “snow” secret our book
buddies enjoyed their time to-
gether working on their how
to articles.

* Tuesday by David Weisner

» The Stray Dog by ] Prelutsky
* Window by Jeanne Baker

+ Howie Bowles by K Banks

Poster illustrating infer-
ring :
http://www.readinglady.com/
index.php?

mod-
ule=pagemaster&PAGE_user_o
p=view_page&PAGE_id=13

Www.enchantedlearning.com
A site of online curriculum mate-
rial with over 30,000 web pages.

Young Adult Book Pick: Where Do You Stay?

After his mother’s death, |I-
year-old Jerome moves across
town to live with his aunt, Miss
Geneva, and her sons: younger,
clingy Monte and older, angry
Damon. Escaping the newness
and tension with his relatives,
Jerome takes refuge with eld-
erly Mr. Willie, who lives in an
abandoned carriage house be-
hind an empty mansion down
the block. Jerome misses the

piano he had to leave behind at
his old house, and as he helps
Mr. Willie with odd jobs
around the crumbling estate, he
finds in his new friend a fellow
music lover and a kind listener
who gives him space to grieve.

As in Where the Steps Were
(2008), Cheng writes about the
people and places of her Ohio
childhood in a quiet, poetic

story that resonates with au-
thentic voices, here belonging
mostly to African American
characters. In eloquent, accessi-
ble language filled with the inte-
rior thoughts Jerome wishes he
could say out loud, Cheng cap-
tures a child’s uneven passage
from the impossible shock of
losing his mother to his gradual
reentry into life without her.


//dosrv1/users/Jbrewington/READ3/Decemberr 2011 draft.pub
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South Carolina Reading Conference Update

The 35th South Carolina
Reading Conference will be

is author Anna Dewdney,
Llama Llama series and

held February 23—25, 2012 Jerry Pallotta will be the Fri-

at the Myrtle Beach Shera-
ton Convention Center.
Come join educators from
across South Carolina as
they Surf the Waves of Liter-
acy. Key note speakers are
Don Leu, nationally promi-
nent specialist in reading
and internet technologies
and Dr. Steven Graham, ex-
pert in reading and writing.
Luncheon speaker for Friday

day night banquet speaker.

Featured speakers include
Michael Dahl, Kathy
Bumgardner, Crystal Camp-
bell, Adrian Fogelin, Fred
Bowen, and Lynn Floyd
Wright.

Thursday’s  preconference
sessions feature Donna
Whyte, Shane Templeton,
Cheryl Ellis and Aiken Tech-

nology Instructional Special-
ist.

You can visit www.scira.org
to get registration and
hotel information.

Professional Reading Pick Literacy + Math by Jennifer L. Altieri

This innovative, groundbreak-
ing text will help you creatively
connect two of the most val-
ued and tested content areas

Super Web Sites

Lots of Kid’s Writing Games
and Primary Teacher Writing
Resources: http://

in our elementary schools
while working within the con-
straints of your already busy
schedule. Gone are the cur-
ricular barriers that have long
separated elementary math
and literacy instruction!

Literacy + Math demonstrates
how standards from both ar-
eas can be simultaneously in-
troduced, understood, and
reinforced through engaging
lessons. Connecting these con-
tent areas—and allowing chil-
dren to see these connec-
tions—will make your instruc-

site, and teachers can create
one account for all students:
http://Yodio.com/

www.netrover.com/~kingskid/
writing/Kids WVriting.html

Yodio - Students can create
mobile Digital storybooks with
this Free audio recording/
podcasting site. No phone

number is required to use the

WatchKnow gathers and
organizes educational videos
for students ages 3 to 18, fea-
tures more than 20,000 videos
across 3,000 categories. And
filters out everything except
quality educational videos.

tion twice as likely to stick,
foster students’ real-world
connections to their learning,
and allow you to meet the
common instructional goals
shared by both areas.

Chapters are filled with hands-
on, math-focused activities
organized around reading,
writing, oral language, and vis-
ual literacy skills. Classroom
samples from all grade levels K
—6 are interspersed through-
out the book to demonstrate
students’ abilities and learning.

http://www.watchknow.org

Dumpr - This free online
suite of tools allows you to
edit your Flickr Photos in or-
der to turn them into coloring
book images, makes them
look old, turns them into
globes, or add reflections.

http://www.dumpr.net
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A room without

books is like a

body without a
soul.

Marcus Cicero

Research is a proc-
ess, not a product,
and the most im-

portant skill is
thinking.

Eileen Simmons

Today a reader,
tomorrow a leader.

Fusselman

To read without re-
flecting is like
eating without

digesting.

Edmund Burke



http://www.scira.org
https://marketplace.reading.org/ProductCatalog/ViewCart.aspx?ProductID=475
http://www.netrover.com/~kingskid/writing/Kids_Writing.html
http://www.netrover.com/~kingskid/writing/Kids_Writing.html
http://www.netrover.com/~kingskid/writing/Kids_Writing.html
http://Yodio.com
http://www.watachknow.org
http://www.dumpr.net
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Reading Non-Fiction Summarized from Conversations by Regie Routman, Chapter 11|

*  85% of the reading done by middle, high school, college and postgraduate students is non-fiction. However, exemplary
non-fiction remains too far uncommon in literacy classes. (p440)

*  Non-Fiction books help students increase their knowledge about, and make connections with, the world around them.
Well-written non-fiction provokes close observation, questioning, and investigation. Reading non-fiction affects the ease
and skill with which students write non-fiction. (p441)

*  Reading non-fiction also includes decoding and interpreting visual elements - graphs, charts, timelines, tables, maps, dia-
grams, photographs-increasing being used in electronic information media - as well as brochures, directories and cata-
logues. (p441)

Non-fiction must have conceptual hooks. We remember and understand key information in the text because it connects
with concepts we already understand. (p442) As teachers, before we ask students to read or write non-fiction, we must give
the students opportunities to hear non-fiction read aloud, discuss attributes, observe reading techniques, and browse
through a wide-range of information material. Browsing is a skill we need to model and teach all students in all genres. (p443)

Student conversations about non-fictional is critical. VWe must give students the opportunity to read and share observations,
ask for clarification, test ideas among peers, and argue positions. We need to monitor students’ learning and check their un-
derstanding and conclusions. Otherwise, students will continue to have difficulty in reading non-fiction...they will fail to read
with a critical questioning stance. (p444)

Selecting Good Non-Fiction (p442) Characteristics to look for:

Accurate Interesting lllustrations/photos Valid generalizations Background information
Vocabulary Summaries Essential details Ability to read, interpret, and conclude
Cohesive Clearly organized  Multiple perspectives Attractive layout

Reading the News

Being able to read, analyze, and interpret the news is part of being an informed and responsible citizen. Students need these
skills and know how current events (local, national, international, political, economic, and scientific) affect lives. It is OUR
JOB to TEACH. News articles are excellent models for nonfiction writing. Feature stories and editorials can be used to
demonstrate and talk about leads, headlines, verbs, research, sources, explanations, photos, captions, and writing styles.
Reading the newspaper is also a real-world habit. (p449)

Tips for Reading Non-Fiction Aloud

Choose a variety of types of non-fiction. Always read the selection to yourself first.

Give a thoughtful introduction before you read aloud. Point out feature of non-fiction text and explain their uses.

Read only part of the book or read out of order. Demonstrate asking questions about special features and formats.
Verbalize your reading process. Allow time to process the information.

Choose books (magazines, newspaper articles) that capture your imagination and that will tap students’ interest.
Encourage questions and lively discussions about topics, facts, concepts, generalizations, writing styles, language, format and
conclusions. Group or pair non-fiction books to elicit better observation.

The Common Core State Standards (CCSS) aim to align instruction with the National Assessment of Educational Progress
(NAEP) so that many more students can meet the requirements of college and career readiness. Therefore, the CCSS de-
mands balancing the reading of literature with the reading of information texts, including texts in history, social studies, sci-
ence and technical subjects in all grades.

Distribution of Literacy and Informational Passages by Grade in the 2009 NAEP Reading Framework

Grade Literacy Informational
Fourth 50% 50%
Eighth 45% 55%

Twelfth 30% 70%
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'hristmas Books

The First Christmas by Jan Pienkowski

Turn the pages and you will experience the true spirit of Christmas with its rich celebration of the
Christmas story. Using the words of the King James Bible, the nativity story is brought gloriously to life
with illuminated pictures of silhouettes set against glowing colors.

Letters from Father Christmas by J.R.R. Tolkien

Every December an envelope bearing a stamp from the North Pole would arrive for J.R.R.Tolkien's chil-
dren. Inside would be a letter in strange spidery handwriting and a beautiful coloured drawing or some
sketches. The letters were from Father Christmas. They told wonderful tales of life at the North Pole:
how all the reindeer got loose and scattered presents all over the place; how the accident-prone Polar
Bear climbed the North Pole and fell through the roof of Father Christmas's house into the dining-room;
how he broke the Moon into four pieces and made the Man in it fall into the back garden; how there
were wars with the troublesome horde of goblins who lived in the caves beneath the house! Sometimes
the Polar Bear would scrawl a note, and sometimes llbereth, the Elf, would write in his elegant flowing
script, adding y.

First Noel by Jan Pienkowski

This is an absolutely amazing book; so unexpected was the beauty, craftsmanship and presentation of its
contents. It isn't really a book at all, but a Christmas carousel that springs to life as you bend the spine
until the hard covers meet at the back. Then you hang it up as the extraordinary piece of art that it is,
telling the story of the Nativity through five exquisite cut-out silhouettes with words from the King James
Bible.

How The Grinch Stole Christmas by Dr. Seuss

Dr. Seuss's small-hearted Grinch ranks right up there with Scrooge when it comes to the crankiest, scowl-
ing Christmas kill-joy of all time. For 53 years, the Grinch has lived in a cave on the side of a mountain,
looming above Whoville. He finds the noisy holiday preparations and infernal singing of the happy little citi-
zens below extremely annoying. So, he decides this frivolity must stop. His "wonderful, awful" idea is to don
a Santa outfit, strap heavy antlers on his poor, quivering dog Max, construct a makeshift sleigh, head down
to Whoville, and strip the cheerful Whos of their Christmas goodies.

The Little Big Book of Christmas by Tim Shaner

Designed by Tim Shaner and lavishly illustrated throughout with nineteenth-century artwork, this book

will remind you of the origins of Christmas, the roots of modern celebration, and the cur-

rent significance of the holiday in each of our lives. A great big fat international Christmas “How The Grinch
book chock-full of stories, songs, biblical verses, Christmas lore, and some of the very best

holiday recipes. Dr. Seuss's small-hea

mas kill-joy of all time

He finds the noisy ho
he decides this frivoli
quivering dog Max, c

mas goodies.


http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/0141382740?ie=UTF8&tag=1951&linkCode=as2&camp=1634&creative=6738&creativeASIN=0141382740
http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/0007205228?ie=UTF8&tag=1951&linkCode=as2&camp=1634&creative=6738&creativeASIN=0007205228
http://www.amazon.co.uk/exec/obidos/ASIN/0744557801/1951
http://www.amazon.co.uk/exec/obidos/ASIN/0744557801/1951
http://www.amazon.co.uk/exec/obidos/ASIN/0001700154/1951
http://www.amazon.co.uk/exec/obidos/ASIN/0688174140/1951
http://www.amazon.co.uk/exec/obidos/ASIN/0001700154/1951
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Ihristmas Books

Making of the Modern Christmas by ] M Golby and A W Purdue

The story of Christmas, from its beginnings as a pagan celebration with mistletoe, and holly and
wreath decorations - continued today with the pantomime's "principal boy". The book also covers the
practice of superiors waiting upon those of lower rank during the Christmas season - still seen in the [
British Army - and the election of a Lord of Misrule which was a popular custom in the 14th century.
The author reveals how the Victorians enlarged celebrations into something like the Christmas season

Santa Claus. The book also covers the history of Christmas through the 20th century, discussing the
two world wars, the influence of television and film, the Queen's speech and the increasing commer-
cialization of the season. The many illustrations include famous examples such as Roosevelt and Chur-
chill leaving the White House for Christmas service in 1941 and the Christmas tree at Windsor.

My Very First Christmas Story Book by Lois Rock and Alex Ayliffe

Christmas Book at Bedtime Featuring Patricia Routledge, Joss Ackland, Miriam

Margolyes, Judie Dench and Richard Briers
BOOK AT BEDTIME

These CDs contain ten seasonal stories from BBC Radio 4's "Book at Bedtime". Each has a Christmas [
theme and range from the intriguing to the funny to the poignant. They are written by an array of litera- ||CREES
ture's best-known names, including Laurie Lee and Charles Dickens. X

Skipping Christmas by John Grisham

John Grisham has turned a satirical eye on the overblown ritual of the festive season, and the result
is Skipping Christmas, a modest but funny novel about the tyranny of December 25. Grisham's story
revolves around a typical middle-aged American couple, Luther and Nora Krank. An accountant,
Luther estimates that "a year earlier, the Luther Krank family had spent $6,100 on Christmas", and
had "precious little to show for it". Consequently, he makes an executive decision, telling his wife,
friends and neighbors that "We won't do Christmas". Instead, Luther books a 10-day Caribbean
cruise. All goes well until people get wind of the Kranks' subversive scheme. Everyone, from Christ-
mas card salesmen to horrified neighbors, besieges the couple with questions. “What about the
Christmas party, carols and the erection of Frosty the Snowman?” Then, things start to turn nasty
in the local neighborhood.

M. pping Chnstmas

Father Christmas by Raymond Briggs

ather Christmas
Father Christmas awoke from his dream of summer in the sun, and there it was on the calendar, De-| g

cember 24th, Christmas Eve, the start of his longest night's work of the year.



http://www.amazon.co.uk/exec/obidos/ASIN/0750921366/1951
http://www.amazon.co.uk/exec/obidos/ASIN/0745940560/1951
http://www.amazon.co.uk/exec/obidos/ASIN/0745940560/1951
http://www.amazon.co.uk/exec/obidos/ASIN/0745940560/1951
http://www.amazon.co.uk/exec/obidos/ASIN/0563535121/1951
http://www.amazon.co.uk/exec/obidos/ASIN/0712620044/1951
http://www.amazon.co.uk/exec/obidos/ASIN/0140501258/1951
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DIRECTIONS:
e Print the book in color or black and white.
¢ Cut each page in half. (Note dashed line on each page)

* Staple pages together.

Resources for Early Literacy

PIONEER VALLEY BOOKS

pioneervalleybooks.com
© 2011 by Michele Dufresne

Daisy’'s Pink Cape




“Look!” said Daisy.
‘T got a letfter
in the mail”

“Is there a letter
for me?” asked Jack.

"Nol” said Daisy.

“Is there a letter
for me?” asked Bella.

“Nol” said Daisy.

“Is there a letter
for me?” asked Rosie.

“Nol Just for mel”
said Daisy.




“Oh" said Daisy.
“Lookl I got a letter
and a pink capel’

‘A pink cape?”
asked Jack.

‘T can be Supergirl”
said Daisy.
She put on the cape.




“Is there a cape

for me?” asked Bella.

“Nol” said Daisy.

‘Can I have the cape?”
asked Rosie.
T love pink.”

"No!" said Daisy.

“The cape is for me.




‘Now I can fly"" said Daisy.
“Just lke Super Dog

A special thanks to Mrs. Brown’s first graders
who sent Daisy the pink cape. She loves it!
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-rict Three presents at SCIRA Literacy Workshop

Renee Phillips, Jaime Dawson, Judy Mamroth, Meg Cheshier, Kristy Eubanks and Jean Brewington pre-
sented at the SCIRA Literacy Workshop in Columbia, SC on Saturday, November 19, 201 1. Their ses-
sions were well attended and received positive evaluations.

Renee Phillips

Jaime Dawson and Judy Mamroth

Meg Cheshier and Kristy Eubanks



